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Dutch Immigrants: Photos: Jacob circa 1929, Stientje circa 1920. 


Jacob and Stientje Dam lived in Nieuw-Betjerland, Zuid Holland, Netherlands. Jacob Dam was a 
successful businessman who owned and operated the Bakkerij Dam_ in Nieuw Beijerland. He was well off 
financially, but wanted a brighter future for his 9 sons and 3 daughters. Having already buried 6 children in 
the Netherlands, they decided to permanently re-locate the family to America. At age 44, he sold the 
bakery and other holdings for $4,000. After 11 days on the ship Ryndam, they arrived at New York on 
April 19, 1911. Successfully passing through Ellis Island they boarded a train for Pella, lowa where 
Stientje's sister lived. Sons John and Bert were already in America. 

Jacob successfully established his family in American agriculture, and in 1919 already bought a farm for 
$60,000. The family worked hard together. They lived through the depression i in the early 1930's. Jacob 
provided well for his family and the church. 

Stientje lived only 15 years in America and died suddenly of pneumonia at the age of 51. Jacob later 
moved to the Home for the Aged in Pella. He died at age 70 of stomach cancer. They were married 36 
years. 

Although his children changed their name to Dahm, Jacob never did change the spelling of his name and 
remained Jacob Dam. 

Above information taken from J. B. Dahm's book, The Whole Dam Family (1981). 

The Dam Bakery is still in operation in Nieuw Beijerland at the original location. The name is not on 
the outside of the building, but the truck with the name " Bakkerij Dam _ sinds 1887" is parked nearby. It is 
now a wholesale operation where they bring the baked goods to other towns. Stop in and visit cousin 
Leendert Dam. He will welcome you, show you the bakery, and treat you to his Dutch cookies! 


"The Whole Dam Family" 
Jakob Dam, (Jacob), born March 27, 1866, Zuid Beijerland, Netherlands. 
Died October 13, 1936. 
Married March 20, 1890 in the Netherlands to 


Stientje Groenenboom, born April 3, 1867, Kyfhoek, Netherlands. 
Died July 6, 1926. 


Burial: Oakwood Cemetery, Pella, Iowa. 
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Children: All were born at Nieuw Beijerland, Netherlands. 
1. Jan Johannes Dam (John), born July 18, 1890, died February 15, 1992. 
Lived 101 years! 
Married Feb. 8, 1922 to 
Gertrude Van Dorp, born Jan. 23, 1895, died Dec. 8, 1970. 
Burial: Friends Cemetery, Oskaloosa, Iowa. 


2. Gysbertus Dam, born Oct. 6, 1891, died Nov. 10, 1891 of diarrhea. 
Lived 1 month. Burial: Netherlands. 


3. Gysbertus Dam (Bert), born Nov. 7, 1892, died April 21, 1970. 
Married Feb. 27, 1917 to 
Marie Van Genderen, born Oct. 27, 1892, died Aug. 30, 1977. 
Burial: Oakwood Cemetery, Pella, lowa. 


4. Hendrik Dam (Henry), born October 30, 1893, died Aug. 16, 1968. 
Married Aug. 14, 1930 to 
Minnie Henrietta Van Roekel, born Feb. 28, 1906, died Sept. 9, 1998. 
Burial: Oakwood Cemetery, Pella, lowa. 


5. Pieternella Dam (Nellie), born Dec. 31, 1894, died Jan. 30, 1987. 
Married Feb. 27, 1917 to Herman Oldert. Divorced. 
Re-married Aug. 6, 1942 to 
Henry J. Labotz, born April 18, 1891, died Dec. 27, 1972. 
Burial: Pilgrim Home Cemetery, Holland, Michigan. 


6. Hilligje Dam (Helen), born Dec. 23, 1895, died June 10, 1962. 
Married March 1, 1922 to 
Walter Godert Vander Hart, born Aug. 2, 1895, died Sept. 25, 1976. 
Burial: Helen: Oakwood Cemetery, Pella, Iowa. 
Walter: Greenwood Memorial Park, Phoenix, Arizona. 


7. Jakob Dam (Jacob), born Dec. 8, 1896, died Nov. 27, 1979. 
Married April 24, 1925 to 
Effie Stursma, born April 23, 1901, died May 18, 1999. 
Burial: Oakwood Cemetery, Pella, Iowa. 


8. Leendert Dam, born Nov. 18, 1897, died Nov. 21, 1900 of a glandular disease 
called "kheterring". Lived 3 years. Burial: Netherlands. 


9. Johannes Dam, born Oct. 31, 1898, died Nov. 16, 1899 of diarrhea. 
Lived 1 year. Burial: Netherlands. 


10. Johannes Dam (Joe), born Dec. 11, 1899, died Jan. 27, 1968. 
Married Dec. 9, 1936 to 
Minnie Julia Van Gorp, born Oct. 1, 1906, died March 31, 1994. 
Burial: Oakwood Cemetery, Pella, Iowa. 


11. Leendert Dam, born Jan. 5, 1901, died Jan. 18, 1901 of diarrhea. 
Lived 13 days. Burial: Netherlands. 


Twins: 
12. Leendert Dam, born Nov. 20, 1902, died Feb. 20, 1903 of diarrhea. 
Lived 3 months. Burial: Netherlands. 
13. Stientje Dam (Stella), born Nov. 20, 1902. 
Married July 26, 1928 to 
Garret Pothoven, born Nov. 19, 1902, died Jan. 12, 2002. 
Burial: Holland, Michigan. 


14. Pieter Frans Dam (Peter), born Nov. 30, 1903, died Sept. 30, 1976. 
Married June 9, 1931 to 
Grace Monsma, born March 29, 1905, died April 24, 1977. 
Burial: Oakwood Cemetery, Pella, Iowa. 


Twins: 
15. Adriaantje Dam, born March 30, 1905, died July 13, 1905 of diarrhea. 
Lived 3 1/2 months. Burial: Netherlands 
16. Leendert Dam (Leonard), born March 30, 1905, died June 15, 1971. 
Married Feb. 22, 1934 to | 
Gertrude Bandstra, born Feb. 17, 1910, died Oct. 1, 1961. | if 
Burial: Peoria Cemetery, Peoria, lowa. | 


17. Cornelis Arie Dam (Cornie), born April 8, 1908, died Nov. 16, 1995. 
Married Jan. 15, 1942 to 
Tena Bandstra, born Feb. 27, 1917, died Oct. 10, 1997. 
Burial: Peoria Cemetery, Peoria, Iowa. 


18. Arie Cornelis Dam (Arie), born March 30, 1910, died Sept. 24, 1987. 
Married Dec. 30, 1941 to 
Cora De Jong, born Oct. 6, 1920 
Burial: Oakwood Cemetery, Pella, Iowa. 


Cherished Photos 


Jacob Dam with 
grandson Jacob B. Dahm 


1915 x 
Jacob and Stientje Dam 
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The Brothers: Joe, Arie, Leen, Cornie, Henry | 
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Walter and Helen Vander Hart 


Peter and Grate Dahm 
Arie and Cora Dahm 
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Jake and Effie Dahm 
Leonard and Gertrude Dahm 


A Dahm Family Reunion 


Circa 1937 


The Dahm Front L-R: Cornie, Len, Arie, Henry with Ruth smoking pipe! 
Brothers Back L-R: Joe, John, Pete, Gerrit Pothoven, Bert. 


The Wives: Minnie J., Gertrude, Effie, Nellie, Marie, Gertie, 
Minnie H., Stella, Helen and Grace. 


N 
fT 


Minnie H. and Marjorie, Effie and James, Arnold, 
Dorothy, Stella Dahm Pothoven and Ronald. 
Ruthie with her dad's pipe! 
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John and Gertie Dahm 
February 6, 1922 
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John and Gertie Dahm 
by Wilma Dahm De Bruin 


John Dahm and Gertrude Van Dorp met in Peoria at a time when Gertrude and her 
brother were farming together. After John and Gertrude married, they rented a farm west 
of Peoria where Bill Vander Hart later lived. Eight years later in 1930, John and Gertrude 
bought a farm northwest of Oskaloosa and lived there until retirement when they moved 
to Oskaloosa. 


When they lived on the farm, some years were very hard. In 1934 it was so dry 
the crops didn't grow and in 1936 the chinch bugs ate the crops. Our parents worked 
hard and were very saving. The children were taught the important things in life one of 
which was to attend church. They always fed and dressed their children well and always 
got along well with their neighbors.: 


When the children were young, they often asked their father to tell them about 
when he worked in the bakery in Holland for his grandfather. John delivered bread and 
bakery goods with the dogcart. Later his grandfather bought a pony for delivery, but John 
often laughed about that. Guess they didn't know so much about a pony and that wasn't 
always so good. 


In those days people would visit neighbors in the evenings and that was always 
enjoyed. In August, after the crop was harvested and the thrashing was done, and before 
school started, the whole family would go visit friends and relatives for an afternoon or we 
would have people over for dinner. That was always looked forward to! 


I think people enjoyed the simple things in life more in those days. John would sit 
around the kitchen table and help his children with their schoolwork. When the children 
were little, John and Gertrude would help them make popcorn on the old cook stove or 
sometimes make a batch of candy. That was a treat. Gertrude was a good cook and 


_ baked bread every week. She also baked lots of pies, cookies and cakes. 


Living on the farm, they always raised chickens and had young fryers. Besides 
planting a garden and canning the vegetables and fruits, they butchered their beef and pork 
and canned much of it. (That was before refrigerators.) They would make their own dried 
beef, and that tasted so good. John farmed with horses much of his life. 


We all think we have good parents and grandparents, but in those days John and 
Gertrude were always home when their children were home and always had food on the 
table when it was time to eat. 


John and Gertie were married 47 years. Gertie passed away after a lingering 
illness at the age of 75. Following her death, John moved to Fairhaven in Pella (Home 
for the Aged, where his father Jacob had lived from 1931-36.) John lived 22 years 
longer after Gertie died. The last 6 months he lived in the New Sharon Care Center and 
died at the age of 101 years, and 6 months. 


A Granddaughter Remembers 


by Adonna Van Englehoven Ver Meer 


I have a few memories of Grandpa and Grandma Dahm living on the farm. We 
lived just across the pasture from them. I would look for any excuse to go to Grandpa 
and Grandma's house. When Mom couldn't find me, she would just call Grandma. 
Sometimes Grandma would meet me in the field so I wouldn't have to walk there by 
myself. I had to be quite little then because we moved away when I was five years old. 
Life was always wonderful at their house except at bedtime. I'm sure I gave them fits. I 
would get so homesick I would cry and cry. It never seemed to bother them, but I'm sure 
it did. They had a clock on the piano that was right outside my bedroom door that chimed 
on the hour. It would always wake me up after I once did get to sleep. Man, did I hate 
that clock! 


Every morning Grandpa would mix up a concoction for the dogs to eat. He would 
always break a raw egg in the food he would give to the dogs. I certainly thought that 
was strange. 


Grandma was always there for her grandkids. She would make us homemade 
cottage cheese which we loved. One time Barry, Larry and I were all at her house and we 
wanted pudding. We all wanted a different flavor so she made all three. She didn't get it 
from a box either. It was all home made. I never remember her complaining about all the 
work we made for her. 


My favorite memory of my Grandma was when she and I would go walking out of 
her back door down the path. The path was lined with mulberry bushes and she would 
pick mulberries for me to eat. I would love to go back to some of those days. 
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Descendants of John Dahm 


John Dahm Born: July 18, 1890 Died: February 15, 1992 
+Gertrude Van Dorp Born: January 23, 1895 Died: December 08, 1970 m: February 08, 1922 
Commie Dahm Born: Novenbar 05, 1922 Died: April 26, 1976 
+Jeanette DenAdel Born: April 16, 1919 m: May 18, 1946 
Tena Mae Dahm Born: December 14, 1924 
+Albert Van Englehoven Born: May 23, 1919 m: February 01, 1944 
Barry Jay Van Englehoven Born: December 02, 1945 
Adonna Jean Van Englehoven Born: July 14, 1947 
+Jim Ver Meer Born: April 13, 1938 m: August 11, 1967 
Angela Dawn Ver Mes Born: May 27, 1972 
+Jeff Verschuure Born: October 13, 1968 m: August 31, 1991 
Ashton Dawn Verschuure Born: March 04, 1994 
Keagan Brandt Verschuure Born: October 03, 1998 
Jason Todd Ver Meer Born: December 29, 1973 Died: December 29, 1973 
Amanda Jo Ver Meer Born: January 23, 1975 Died: March 13, 1996 
Wilma Dahm Born: March 12, 1926 
+Ralph De Bruin Born: January 24, 1922 m: March 12, 1947 
Larry Allen De Bruin Born: May 06, 1950 
+]lene Lana Born: March 24, 1947 m: January 11, 1980 


*2nd Wife of Larry Allen De Bruin: 
+Mikee Chung m: October 08, 1986 


David Lance De Bruin Born; May 12, 1987 
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Bert and Marie Dahm 
February 27, 1917 


Bert and Marie Dahm 


by Stella Dahm Pothoven 


Bert Dahm and Marie Van Genderen both came from the Netherlands to the Pella 
area in the spring of 1910. Later both families moved to farms in the Eddyville area and 
that is where they met. When the Dam family moved to the farm near Peoria, Bert was 
working in Pella for a carpenter. As he was boarding in Pella, Bert would take the train 
from Pella to Eddyville to see Marie. 


They were married on February 27, 1917 at Bert's parent's home in a double 
wedding ceremony with his sister Nellie Dahm and Herman Oldert by Rev. J. J. Weersing, 
pastor of the Peoria Christian Reformed Church. 


They moved to a farm north of Pella and lived there for one year and became 
members of the Third Reformed Church in Pella. They then moved to the Peoria area and 
lived on three different rented farms until moving to their own farm west of Peoria in _ 
1930. The next move was to the "Home Farm" in 1935 from which they retired in 1960 
and moved to Pella where they built a new home. They were members of the Peoria 
Christian Reformed Church for over forty years. 


"Dutch" was the only language spoken in our home for many years, and there were 
Dutch church services which we attended twice each Sunday. After the afternoon service 
we often went to Grandpa and Grandma Dam's home for coffee, and continued to do this 
after Grandma passed away until Grandpa moved to Pella. Dutch was the primary 
language used in Bible reading and prayers until we children were all teenagers. Our 
parents, like other Dutch people had many unique sayings and expressions which we 
treasure and which cannot adequately be translated into the English language. 


Bert and Marie were married 53 years. Bert died at the age of 77 of bone cancer. 
Marie died 7 years later at the age of 84 of a heart attack. 


Descendants of Bert Dahm 


Bert Dahm Born: November 07, 1892 Died: April 21, 1970 
+Marie Van Genderen Born: October 27, 1892 Died: August 30, 1977 m: February 27, 1917 
Jacob Dahm Born: December 06, 1918 
+Arvena Huyser Born: June 09, 1924 m: March 09, 1949 
Ann Marie Dahm Born: January 19, 1951 
+Robert A Buckheister m: March 10, 1973 
Thomas James Buckheister Born: August 14, 1977 
Susan Marie Buckheister Born: April 24, 1979 
Bryce Jay Dahm Born: December 24, 1952 
+Marla Beth Beekhuizen — July 08, 1958 m: July 19, 1980 
Jason Bryant Dahm Born: March 14, 1986 


Braden Jay Dahm Born: July 05, 1989 Died: June 14, 1994 Fact 1: He was hit by a car on the 
street. 


Mary Beth Dahm Born: November 15, 1955 
+Charles Freet m: July 22, 1991 
Amy Lynn Freet Born: October 17, 1992 
Austin Charles Freet Born: August 14, 1994 
Christina Dahm Born: December 31, 1920 Died: September 02, 1985 Fact 1: Died of Cancer 
+Vernon Van Ee Born: March 19, 1918 m: October 04, 1945 
Keith Vernon Van Ee Born: July 12, 1955 
+Susan Lee Walhof Born: May 06, 1955 m: December 27, 1977 
Tricia Suzanne Van Ee Born: May 16, 1980 
Krystal Faye Van Ee Born: February 14, 1982 
Carol Marie Van Ee Born: August 27, 1965 
+Bruce Alan Lamfers Born: November 28, 1963. m: October 17, 1986 


Benjamin Alan Lamfers Born: September 02, 1985 
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Rebecca Rose Lamfers Born: August 05, 1989 
Stella Dahm Born: August 31, 1923 
+Harold Pothoven Born: June 14, 1923 m: February 20, 1947 
Darl Wayne Pothoven Born: October 03, 1951 
+Carrie Goodwin Born: August 21, 1953 m: November 05, 1983 
Katherine Zoe Longenecker Born: February 21, 1980 
Jeffrey Darl Pothoven Born: February 13, 1985 
Jennifer Carrie Pothoven Born: November 11, 1986 
Dennis J. Pothoven Born: November 26, 1954 
+Cheryl Ann Pratt Born: June 24, 1951 m: January 28, 1989 
Christopher John Pothoven Born: January 06, 1990 


Meredith Gail Pothoven Born: February 10, 1993 


Henry and Minnie Dahm 


Henry and Minnie Dahm 
by Marjorie Dahm Fopma 


Our parents met after being introduced by a mutual friend, Ben De Vries. While 
Ben worked as a Watkins salesman, he lived in our mother's neighborhood west of 
Monroe and he also knew our father. Our parents were married in an outdoor lawn 
ceremony on August 14, 1930 at the home of her parents south of Sully. Our mother, 
Minnie Van Roekel, had attended Central Academy in Pella, and graduated from Sully 
High School in 1929. She taught in a country school north of Pella for one year. 

They made their first home in a newly built house in Peoria. Mom had never lived 
in a home so modern as this, and consequently we have no memories of doing without 
electricity, running water, or hauling in wood for the cooking or the heating stove. We 
had a coal furnace which Papa took care of at all times. 

Papa co-owned the Peoria Store with his brother Jake. Consequently as much as 
possible, things had to be bought from the store. (Shoes were the worst as J.C.Penney 
had much nicer ones!) 

I remember our papa as a calm man with much patience. He loved to smoke his 
pipe with Velvet smoking tobacco and could sit for hours with the newspaper or just sit 
thinking. He was not one to play games with us, but always was concerned for our 
welfare in spiritual matters, health and education. Devotions were had at every meal and 
in the evenings he would read the Catherine Vos Story Bible, according to whichever 
story we had had in school that day. We Anew our catechism every week. We never 
missed a church service, even if it were in the Dutch language. He also had a great 
concern for his brothers, especially the unmarried ones. 

Papa did the yard work, took care of the garden, and mom canned and canned. He 
loved the homemade applesauce as well as cucumbers and tomatoes. He helped Mom 
whenever he could or saw to it that she had help. After supper he would often say, "Now 
Mom, you come and sit down...the girls can do the dishes." 

His favorite saying seemed to be "turn off the light" or "close the door". We 
obeyed and respected his authority. I do not remember him ever using a swear word and 
none of us had better say one either. He lived his Christianity by example. Many times 
during the depression, Papa and Uncle Jake would let people take their groceries on 
credit, and at times the bills were never paid. The highest compliment they both received 
was from Jake Vander Molen who remembered that when his widowed mother had no 
money for groceries to feed her large family, the Peoria Store gave them food for the 
table. 

Papa loved to play chess with anyone who would take him on, as that was a game 
to improve one's mind. 

Papa sold out his interest in the store in 1944 and began to farm. In 1950 they 
moved to a farm south of Pella where they lived until 1960 when he retired and built a 
new home in Pella. Eight years later Papa died. He had lived to be 74 years old. 


Henry and Minnie were married 38 years. Minnie lived alone 30 years after 
Henry died. She remained active and even enjoyed a visit to the Netherlands. She spent 
her last 6 years at Hilltop Manor. She died at the age of 92 years. 


| Descendants of Henry Dahm 


Henry Dahm Born: October 30, 1893 Died: August 16, 1968 
+Minnie Henrietta Van Roekel Born: February 28, 1906 Died: September 09, 1998 m: August 14, 1930 
Marjorie Dahm Born: July 27, 1931 
+Richard Gene Fopma Born: August 07, 1927 m: March 15, 1950 

Ervin Lee Fopma Born: January 29, 1951 

+Gayle Ilene Laverman Born: May 26, 1952 m: November 06, 1970 
Eric Lee Fopma Bom: February 25, 1973 
+Michelle Vander Molen Born: August 09, 1973 m: June 07, 1996 

Jacob David Fopma Born: April 14, 2002 
Noah James Fopma Born: April 14, 2002 

Gregory Scott Fopma Born: December 22, 1976 
+Melanie Vernooy Born: October 27, 1975 m: May 30, 1997 
Lucas Evan Fopma Born: June 07, 1980 
+Sarah Elizabeth Snyder Born: April 18, 1981 m: August 17, 2002 

Judith Eileen Fopma Born: September 21, 1953 

+Timothy Marvin Hoekstra Born: October 13, 1955 m: July 22, 1980 
Matthew Todd Hoekstra Born: November 06, 1982 
Travis Jon Hoekstra Born: October 09, 1984 
Meredith Joy Hoekstra Born: February 21, 1989 

Verna Lou Fopma Born: November 10, 1956 

+Alvin Klyn Born: November 27, 1955 m: August 27, 1976 
Jeremy Alan Klyn Born: November 27, 1979 
Ryan Lee Klyn Born: April 01, 1981 
Chad Daniel Klyn Born: August 19, 1985 


Tyler Jon Klyn Born: June 10, 1990 
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Ricky Eugene Fopma Born: November 12, 1960 


+Carla Ver Ploeg Born: January 20, 1961 m: April 15, 1983 
Rochelle Lanae Fopma Born: November 11, 1986 
Shawn Ryan Fopma Born: May 30, 1988 
Trisha Marie Born: July 15, 1995 
Loren Jay Fopma Born: January 25, 1962 
+Shawna Vander Wilt Born: April 13, 1968 m: June 01, 1991 
Krista Marie Born: May 11, 1994 
Joshua Thomas Born: June 24, 1997 
RaeAnn Elizabeth Born: January 23, 2000 
Arnold Jay Dahm Born: September 12, 1932 
+Susan Dickey Born: March 28, 1943 m: June 29, 1968 
Amy Elizabeth Dahm Born: May 01, 1970 
Kristi Anne Dahm Born: June 18, 1973 
Ruth Elaine Dahm Born: September 03, 1936 
+Ted De Vnes Born: August 18, 1934 m: August 12, 1955 
Terrance L De Vries Born: September 22, 1956 
+Debbie Piccarreta Born: October 24, 1954 m: July 26, 1980 
Terrance L. De Vries Born: June 08, 1981 
Brianne Joy De Vries Born: December 20, 1984 
Timothy R. De Vries Born: July 01, 1959 
+Lisa Peterson Born: September 16, 1963 m: April 25, 1992 
Hannah Margarite De Vries Born: October 02, 1993 
Mallorie Grace De Vries Born: April 25, 1996 
Seth Timothy De Vries Born: July 22, 1999 


Tamara Sue De Vries Born: August 23, 1961 


+Delbert Wheeler Born: December 14, 1959 m: February 16, 1980 


Summer Natasha Wheeler Born: May 05, 1982 
Terra Lea Wheeler Born: December 19, 1983 
Shea Nicole Wheeler Born: October 03, 1988 
Taylor Lynne Wheeler Born: December 06, 1993 

Natasha Ruth De Vries Born: September 02, 1971 

+Kirby Loren Johnson Born: February 07, 1966 m: May 29, 1993 
Benjamin Loren Johnson Born: March 17, 1994 
Autumn Ruth Johnson Born: August 24, 1995 
Alexandria Ann Johnson Born: August 14, 1996 
Noah Quinn Johnson Born: December 08, 1997 
Olyvia Grace Johnson Born: June 27, 2000 

John Howard Dahm Born: May 18, 1939 
+Sandra Lee McMurray Hamilton Born: December 21, 1942 m: January 24, 1970 . 

Scott Edward Hamilton Dahm Born: November 15, 1962 

+Kathy Ferguson Born: December 14, 1962 m: August 25, 1984 
Danielle Dahm Born: January 27, 1988 
Ryan John Dahm Born: August 30, 1991 

Chad Mitchell Hamilton Dahm Born: July 22, 1965 

+Caryn Gaylene Bandstra Born: December 30, 1964 Marriage ending: 1990 
Brandon Isaac Dahm Born: February 21, 1983 
Chelsey Rae Dahm Born: September 03, 1988 


*2nd Wife of Chad Mitchell Hamilton Dahm: 
+Nicole Kristine Taylor Born: October 09, 1967 m: December 21, 1991 


Catherine Elizabeth Dahm Born: February 17, 1993 


Jacob Thomas Dahm Born: February 27, 1996 
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Wendy Lee Dahm Born: August 11, 1971 
+Dave Doty Born: October 30 m: September 13, 1991 
Sidney Nicole Doty Born: February 01, 1992 
Joshua John Doty Born: July 11, 2001 
Norma Jane Dahm Born: August 04, 1940 
+Ronald Dean Hiemstra Born: January 20, 1940 m: May 31, 1961 
Douglas Mark Hiemstra Born: November 01, 1962 
+Fllen Feeney Born: November 25, 1959 m: jane 12, 1993 
Aletta Louise Hiemstra Born: January 25, 1995 
Mark Emmet Hiemstra Born: May 20, 1996 
Henry Erik Hiemstra Born: June 14, 1999 
Jill LuRae Hiemstra Born: January 25, 1964 
+Charles Reiter Born: August 27, 1954 m: September 11, 1993 
Paul Victor Hiemstra Born: June 13, 1966 
+Leslie Van Groningen Born: June 12, 1973 m: February 17, 1996 
Bryce Allen Hiemstra Born: September 23, 1998 
Jenna Lynn Hiemstra Born: March 02, 2000 Died: July 05, 2000 
Barbara Ann Dahm Born: November 26, 1941 


+Ronald Wayne Van Engelhoven Born: January 04, 1939 m: August 14, 1959 Relationship ended with: 
Divorce 


Suzanne Van Engelhoven Born: May 08, 1960 

+Michael Wedeking Born: August 26, 1955 m: August 08, 1987 
Corey Michael Wedeking Born: January 25, 1988 

Shawna Van Engelhoven Born: October 02, 1962 

Nicole Van Engelhoven Born: March 17 1970 


+Pat Toal Born: July 01, 1970 m: July 19, 1997 


*2nd Husband of Barbara Ann Dahm: 


+Philip Slinker Jr. Born: November 10, 1926 m: February 15, 1974 
Susan Slinker Born: May 07, 1965 
+Pat Dale Born: March 17, 1963 m: August 28, 1992 
Elizabeth Corbett Dale Born: February 01, 1993 
Catherine Anne Dale Born: July 06, 1994 
David Clay Slinker Born: June 19, 1967 
+Heidi Renee Raymond Born: January 31, 1967 m: September 10, 1993 
Sara Elizabeth Slinker Born: April 23, 1998 
Lauren Marie Slinker Born: April 23, 1998 
Erma Lynn Dahm Born: April 15, 1945 
+Buddy Floor Born: September 12, 1941 Marriage ending: March 31, 1967 
Jody Lynn Floor Bom: April 08, 1973 
Benjamin Lee Floor Born: July 12, 1976 


*2nd Husband of Erma Lynn Dahm: 
+Al Guise Born: February 01, 1945 m: September 29, 1990 


Joseph Kent Guise Born: November 28, 1968 

+Cheryl Ann Webber m: May 06, 2000 
Matthew Charles Guise Born: June 26, 1999 
Emily Grace Guise Born: August 1997 

Marty Guise Born: February 03, 1971 

+Diana Goble Born: February 10, 1970 m: June 17, 1995 
Andrew Joseph Guise Born: June 14, 1998 


Katherine Grace Guise Born: March 17, 2001 


Henry and Nellie Labotz 
August 6, 1942 


IN | Descendants of Nellie Dahm 


Nellie Dahm Born: December 31, 1894 Died January 30, 1987 
+Herman Oldert m: February 27, 1917 Divorced 


*2nd Husband of Nellie Dahm: 
+Henry Labotz Born: April 18, 1891 Died: December 27, 1972 m: August 6, 1942 


Henry and Nellie Labotz 


Nellie was born in Nieuw Beijerland, Netherlands. She was educated in the Netherlands 
and came to America at the age of 17 years. When Father Dam announced that the family was 
moving to America, Nellie was not too eager to go with them. She was already dating a young 
man in the Netherlands. 


She spent her younger days working in the family home helping with the large family. She 
was married to Herman Oldert in a double wedding ceremony with her brother Bert and Marie, in 
the Dahm family home. Nellie then moved to Hollandale, Minnesota where she and her husband 
did truck farming. She told of "working on her hands and knees to plant the crop, and then came 
a killing frost and everything was gone." From there they moved to Chicago where Herman 
operated a milk route. 


Herman and Nellie were divorced. Nellie then operated a rooming house in Chicago. She 
attended the Moody Church where she met Henry Labotz whom she later married at the age of 
48. They moved to Holland, Michigan where they owned and operated the Holland Honeycake 
Company for many years. (This factory was later managed by Garret Pothoven.) Nellie had no 
children. 


Henry and Nellie lived their entire married lifetime together in Holland, Michigan until 
1971 when they moved to Hallandale, Florida. Henry passed away one year later in 1972. Nellie 
continued to live here until September 1983. She then became a resident in the swing bed section 
at the Pella Community Hospital where she lived 3 years. 


Nellie enjoyed good health until the last few days when she suffered a stroke. Her cheery 
disposition was a pleasure to all those around her. | 


Henry and Nellie were married 30 years. Nellie lived 15 years after Henry died. She 


| passed away at the age of 92 years. 


Walter and Helen Vander Hart 
arch 1, 1922 


: 


Reminiscences of 


Walter and Helen Vander Hart 
and their family 


respectfully submitted, 
Raymond Vander Hart 


Walter served in the U.S. military during the latter part of World War I. He was in 
France for some time, and had received marching orders to go to the "front lines" when 
the Armistice was signed. Consequently, he never fired a shot. These circumstances and 
this whole situation resulted in his conversion. In due time he returned to the States and 
to Peoria, Iowa. 

I believe it was at the Young People's Society (a church gathering) that he met Helen 
Dahm and a courtship ensued. They were married in the parsonage of a Pella church 
minister. Following marriage they began farming 1-1/2 miles west of Peoria on a farm 
owned by John Stursma. After two years they moved to a farm on the "white way" (the 
highway between Pella and Oskaloosa), approximately 5 miles from Pella. One or two of 
their oldest children attended the rural Black Oak School in that area. After 
approximately 5 years they moved to a farm 2 miles west of Peoria owned by the Engle 
brothers. Those were the depression days (or years) and my folks had bought the farm 
with money loaned from a couple of older farmers in the area. Sometimes payments could 
not be made at the pre-arranged times, but the loanees were very understanding and 
patient and proposed that payments be made when possible. Also, no additional interest 
was charged for late payments. During this time a couple of the older boys, now in their 
upper teens or just out of their teens, hired out to some area farmers who wanted a 
helping hand, but all the family were home on Sundays. 

From my earliest recollection the Bible was read 3 times daily almost without 
exception. It was read at the end of each meal before any could leave the table. Breakfast 
was followed by reading from the historical books of the Bible. Dinner (or the noon meal) 
was followed by reading the poetic and prophetic books, beginning with the book of Ezra. 
Supper was followed by reading from the New Testament. Approximately one chapter 
was read at each meal...sometimes more and sometimes less...depending on the length of 
the chapter. At the evening reading, my father, who almost exclusively did the reading, 
would leave 6-10 verses at the end of the chapter for each of the children to read one 
verse depending on how many of the children were old enough to read. The evening 
reading was done in Hollandse and each of us children had a Dutch with English New 
Testament alongside to follow along during the reading and to read from. This Bible 
reading tradition, or habit, or whatever one may wish to call it, is something I treasure and 
evaluate today as "food convenient," essential, and high quality educationally. I do not 
mean the habit or tradition, but rather the content, the message. 

As to other aspects of family life, my parents did not have electricity until 1949. I 
believe a running water system was put in place, both for household use and farm animals, 
during the early years living west of Peoria. We did not have an indoor toilet until 1946, 
nor bath nor shower facility. Heating and cooking were done strictly by wood until 1946 
at our home with the exception of a kerosene cook stove for the hot weather period, 
which was also used extensively for canning all the vegetables and fruits eaten by the 


Vander Hart family during the out-of-season period each year. Meals were plain. 
Breakfast during warm weather consisted of an egg (don't forget the bread, and oatmeal 
or wheat cereal). Colder weather called for cornbread or bread and gravy with sausage, 
bacon or other meat derived from butchered hogs. (Butchering the hog was done right at 
home usually each fall and spring, as well as the butchering of a beef animal.) At noon 
there were potatoes, a vegetable and meat, as well as wheat bread which we had 3 times a 
day. The evening meal usually consisted of leftovers from the noon meal as well as a 
cooked cereal made with milk and rice or barley. We also ate a cereal made with churned 
buttermilk and oatmeal, and sometimes it was cornmeal mush made with milk. Besides 
this, there was usually an afternoon coffeetime with some drink and cookies, cake and 
sometimes pie. This was always something to look forward to especially for those who 
walked home after school. 

Life on the farm. 

What kept the family busy, including Dad and Mom? Well it should need no 
explanation that Dad and Mom had a full time job teaching each of the children what to 
do, how and when, as well as seeing to it that each child did the things they were supposed 
to do, plus doing some of the things that needed to be done, but none in the family wanted 
to do. Now for something constructive: all siblings who could walk had something to do 
even if it was only following Dad, Mom or older siblings around to learn the trade, that is 
learning what was to be done and how to do it. There was a multiplicity of things to do 
when it came to chores. All the children had things to do according to their age and 
ability. There were the simple things to do like carrying thin or split-up pieces of wood 
from the outside to the wood bin inside at the cook stove almost all year around. The 
heavier bigger pieces of wood had to be carried in for the wood heating stove in the front 
room whenever extra heat in the house was beneficial. There were corn cobs to remove 
from hog feeding floors, some of which were used to start a fire under the feed cookers 
that were used to heat a ground grain, minerals, skim milk, and supplement mix which was 
fed to sows and pigs until they were a certain age, or until they were old enough to handle 
whole corn and oats soaked in water. Then there was the cranking of the barrel butter 
churn to make butter which was made from soured cream. The cranking of the small burr 
mill used to crack wheat, corn and barley was a frequent job for the younger children. 
After the wheat and corn was cracked it needed to be sifted so as to separate the flour 
from the coarser portion. The coarse portion of the cracked wheat was used in the 
oatmeal, wheat cereal and "balkenbrij" (a food we ate for supper) which was made from 
animal fat cracklings and coarse portion of cracked corn. This rich stiff dough was sliced 
in 1/2 inch thick slices and fried. It was eaten with homemade molasses on it. The wheat 
flour was used for making bread, buns, cake, cookies, cornbread etc. The coarse portion 
of the cracked corn was also used to make cornmeal mush. The corn flour was used to 
make corn bread and corn muffins. 

Among the somewhat less simple things to do were the measuring and mixing of the 
ground grain, minerals and supplement mix for sows and pigs, and then delivering it to the 
points of usage. The building and lighting of a fire under the feed cooker used to heat this 
sow and pig feed mix was a once or twice-a-day occurrence in the cooler or cold weather. 
Then there was the splitting of wood from large diameter wood sections into useable size 
pieces for both the cook stove and the heating burner. This was sometimes done before — 
leaving for the rural school which started at 9:00 a.m. (School was approximately 1-1/4 
miles from home. Almost without exception the mode of getting to and from school was. 


U 


walking.) Another chore was giving loose hay stored in the cattle and horse barn to the 
milk cows, their partially grown up calves and to the horses. A ground corn and oats mix 
had to be brought to the cattle barn from the feed shed twice a day for cow milking time 
and for their half-grown calves to fatten on. A frequent simple winter job was to scoop 
snow for paths across the yard to walk where ever needed. Another job every Monday 
morning (which was washday) was to carry water to be used for washing clothes to the 
water heating shed away behind the house. In it was the (hog feed mix) "feed cooker" and 
some corn cobs to start a fire, as well as cook stove size pieces of wood to fuel the fire to 
heat wash water. When this water was hot it had to be carried back to the wash room in 
the house where there was a double tub washing machine powered by a gasoline engine. 

Other chores were feeding a flock of sheep, which resulted in some orphan lambs at 
lambing time when triplets were born, or for other reasons. These orphan lambs had to be 
given cow's milk with a bottle and nipple. Also the flock of chickens had to have a feed 
ration mixed and put into the feeders, and eggs had to be gathered. As well, replacement 
chicks were bought in the spring and these required extra time and loving care for their 
first several weeks. During the months when grass grows the milk cows had to be gotten 
from the pasture for milking. Milking these cows by hand was a big twice-a-day chore 
which none of us thought to be fun. After milking, the milk had to be brought to the wash 
room of the house to the cream separator. The hand-cranked cream separator was not 
easy to turn. After saving the cream, the skim milk was brought out to the two points at 
which the sows and partially grown pigs were fed, to be mixed with the ground grain and 
mineral feed mix. 

I've left out telling about the hauling of chicken, hog, cattle and horse manure until last, 
partly because it was the dirty work. The manure spreader was pulled by horses which 
had to be harnessed each time before use, and un-harnessed when they were through being 
used each day. Then there was field work, which was mostly done by horses in the 30's 
and early 40's ranging from discing before planting oats, to picking corn by hand and 
hauling it home to cribs where it was shoveled by hand. Plus this was hauling tree wood 
from the timber for use in the cookstove, heating stove and the wash water heater. Corn 
planting time and corn picking time were the two busiest times and the rest of the time 
was just "busy”. 

The winter months were spent mainly doing chores, which involved a good bit of time 
seeing to it that all livestock had water. Without electric water heaters and insulated hog 
and chicken houses, it was no small task. The cutting down of trees and cutting up of 
wood from older trees in the timber was done on some mild-like winter days. There was 
always a huge pile of cut up tree trunks and limbs in our yard, maybe so that any short 
increments of spare time could be used to split this wood into useable size pieces for the 
cook and heating stove. 

Then there was gardening which Dad was largely involved in, but as each of the 
children got older all had to pitch in doing the simpler aspect of the whole process, and 
which also involved the weeking, the harvesting and finally the canning of the harvest in 
the case of many of the vegetables grown. Mom and the girls in the family largely handled 
this last aspect of the process, but the boys were not off limits and were called upon to 
shell peas, snip beans, and peel scalded tomatoes or peaches as well as peel apples. 

Putting up loose hay with a hayloader pulled behind a hayrack and then unloading this 
rack of hay at the barn with a mechanical hayfork attached to a thick manila rope and 
utilizing pulleys with the pulling of a horse at the far end of the rope to bring the hay up 


and back into the barn was all an interesting and sometimes hot and hectic process. 
Another such process was to binder oats into bundles, then to set the bundles into shocks, 
then after some dryng time and with the help of the neighborhood threshing crew these 
shocks of bundles were hand and fork pitched on to hayracks, then hauled to the farmyard 
where the large threshing machine would separated the grain from the straw. The bundles 
were forked one at a time from the hayrack to the threshing machine feeder. The 
threshing machine was belt driven by a good sized tractor and would blow the straw either 
into the barn or onto a stack. 

Any hardships? I am sure Dad and Mom had many more than the children. The 30's 
were the depression years. They were times of learning lessons and of training and 
teaching their growing children many basic lessons and values as well. I do not remember 
ever going to bed hungry, but neither did we stuff ourselves. I might add that most plain 
healthy food tastes pretty good when one is hungry. To keep the upstairs bedrooms 
(where all but two of the children slept) in winter weather from being much below freezing 
at night was not an easy task. In my formative years our house did not have insulation and 
the potbelly heating stove had to be kept hot into the night as well as a fire staying on in 
the kitchen cookstove. Likewise, the beginning of some summer nights were hot and 
sticky for sleeping without the availability of electricity for fans. 

Some special times were holidays (of which there were less back then) and vacation 
time when we did not have to go to school. Also, birthdays were somewhat special. 

Mom would make two pies, the favorite kind of the birthday child (chocolate was my 
favorite). 

Some fun times were sledding on hills in the calf pasture and at school in winter as well 
as snowball throwing and making snowmen. Then there was playing Fox and Geese in the 
snow at school. Other fun things were playing Anny Anny Over with a rubber ball, Hide 
and Seek, Kick the Wicket, Softball, (sometimes only with a fork handle for a bat and a 
rubber ball) and Tag. We also enjoyed riding tricycles of which we had only 3 for all 12 
children. There were many more indoor and outdoor games that we played, some not 
having names and would be hard to describe since we would invent them ourselves as well 
as the items used to play with. 

Of human interest: Mother was 15 years old when coming to America with others of 
the family from Holland. This being the case, Hollandse was always her primary 
language. I remember when I was young she would often sing some Dutch quips as well 
as many Psalms in Hollandse. Also Hollandse was the predominant language spoken at 
home until the mid 40's perhaps...so much so that a couple of the older children could not 
handle the English when starting at rural school. 

A favorite saying by our parents was (in Hollandse of course) when starting some task 
small or large, "A good beginning is a job half done.” 

Of values instilled in the children by our parents were, "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to 
do, do with thy might..." Eccl. 9:10, and "In all labor there is profit..." Prov. 14:23. 

Also, if we could not pay for something, “Do not buy it.” There were many Dutch sayings 
that re-enforced these and similar values. 


Helen died of cancer at age 67. _ Walter died of cancer at age 81. 
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Descendants of Helen Dahm 


Helen Dahm Born: December 23, 1895 Died: June 10, 1962 
+Walter Godert Vander Hart Born: August 02, 1895 Died: September 25, 1976 m: March 01, 1922 
Godert Walter Vander Hart Born: October 28, 1923 
+Deloris Harmon Born: October 22, 1931 m: May 24, 1952 
Gary Steven Vander Hart Born: May 22, 1953 
+Theresa Adams “ March 21, 1980 Relationship ended with: Divorce 
Michael Alan Vander Hart Born: December 20, 1980 


*2nd Wife of Gary Steven Vander Hart: 
+Annette Rae Peterson Born: January 13, 1957 m: November 24, 1984 


Steven Gary Vander Hart Born: April 25, 1987 
Ramona Jean Vander Hart Born: October 02, 1954 
+Robert Lee Hanson Born: April 05, 1951 Died: August 30, 1987 m: April 05, 1975 
Lucas Lee Hanson Born: November 05, 1977 Died: May 19, 1978 
Holly Ann Hanson Born: August 10, 1979 
Gina Renee Schilling Born: October 29, 1999 
Stacy Jean Hanson Born: January 23, 1983 
Benjamin Jay Hanson Born: October 01, 1985 


*2nd Husband of Ramona Jean Vander Hart: 
+Dennis Shellhase Born: October 28, 1953 Died: November 03, 1993 m: December 30, 1988 


*3rd Husband of Ramona Jean Vander Hart: 
+Michael Allan Schmidt Born: March 15, 1956 m: May 01, 1993 


Angie Schmidt Born: April 16, 1981 Fact 1: Angie is daughter of Michael 
Cheryl Ann Vander Hart Born: December 06, 1959 


+Gerald Lee Bird Born: September 12, 1951 m: June 03, 1989 Fact 1: Tiffany, Shane and Jeremy are 
children of Gerald 


Tiffany Michelle Bird Born: February 26, 1970 


+Blane Adam Luck Born: August 09, 1971 m: May 14, 1994 


Shane Bird Born: July 24, 1972 
+Bobbie Jo Bonneson Born: May 24, 1974 m: August 07, 1993 
Chayanne Bird Born: May 24, 1994 
Jeremy Bird Born: July 21, 1981 
Stella Vander Hart Born: March 09, 1925 Died: November 26, 1982 
_+Dwight Taylor Born: December 18, 1922 m: December 13, 1949 
Ruth Marie Taylor Born: October 23, 1950 
+Rodney Lee Owensby Born: December 09, 1948 m: December 20, 1969 


Michelle Ruth Owensby Born: September 18, 1971 Died: February 12, 2000 Fact 1: died of 
rare brain stem disorder 


+Bruce Bennett Born: August 13, 1965 m: May 26, 1990 
Mark Rodney Owensby Born: October 31, 1973 
+Leah Christine Ecklund Born: August 28, 1975 m: August 12, 1995 
Hadassah Joy Owensby Born: June 21, 1998 
Matthew Reuben Owensby Born: January 08, 1977 
+Heather Ann Anderson Born: February 28, 1979 
Callie Ann Owensby Born: September 02, 1998 
AnnaLise Michelle Owensby Born: March 16, 2000 
Issac Owensby Born: September 14, 2001 
Martha Renee Owensby Born: August 31, 1987 
Molly Rachel Owensby Born: August 05, 1991 
David Alan Taylor Born: October 21, 1952 
+Linda Lou DeJong Born: February 04, 1968 
Jacob Walter Taylor Born: July 26, 1998 
Alexis Joelle Taylor Born: October 12, 1999 


Asab Tucker Taylor Born: February 14, 2001 


Mary Ann Taylor Born: June 06, 1954 

+Dennis Kelderman Born: August 04, 1958 m: May 30, 1981 
Andrew David Kelderman Born: March 23, 1982 

- Hannah Marie Kelderman Born: August 08, 1983 

Simon Daniel Kelderman Born: November 19, 1984 

Robert Lee Taylor Born: October 12, 1955 

+Leilani Ann Kauffman Born: November 15, 1960 m: June 11, 1993 
Phillip Robert Taylor Born: January 20, 1985 
Estel Franklin Taylor Born: November 06, 1986 
Doris Ann Taylor Born: June 24, 1988 
Stella Joy Taylor Born: November 22, 1989 

Bruce Arvin Taylor Born: September 12, 1958 

+Carrie Lynn Rice Born: May 27, 1972 m: May 29, 1995 
Bracken Steven Arthur Taylor Born: January 23, 1999 
Reina Taylor Born: February 09, 2001 

Lois Jean Taylor Born: December 29, 1959 

+Cliff Hedrick Born: December 16, 1953 m: August 07, 1992 
Emily Grace Hedrick Born: August 29, 1999 

Joan Beth Taylor Born: December 21, 1961 

+Stephen Paul Wilson Born: September 25, 1961 m: June 04, 1983 
Rachelle Danae Wilson Born: September 14, 1986 
Stephanie Lynn Wilson Born: July 14, 1988 
Danielle Renee Wilson Born: February 03, 1991 
Kristen Marie Wilson Born: October 27, 1992 


Jacob John Vander Hart Born: May 14, 1926 


+Anna Irene Carson Born: June 11, 1916 m: December 03, 1949 
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onald James Vander Hart Born: November 22, 1952 


+Deborah Sue Wilson Born: July 16, 1950 m: May 08, 1976 


John James Vander Hart Born: April 28, 1977 


+Cheri Bergman Born: June 27, 1975 m: April 06, 2002 


Sarah Sue Vander Hart Born: October 15, 1983 


Jeanetta Vander Hart Born: June 19, 1927 


John William Vander Hart Born: July 30, 1928 Died: November 2000 


+Reba June Briggs Born: December 21, 1933 m: January 01, 1954 


Linda June Vander Hart Born: May 24, 1955 


+John Porch Hartkopf Born: October 06, 1951 m: August 28, 1976 


Christina Beth Hartkopf Born: December 06, 1983 


Jessica Rose Hartkopf Born: March 20, 1985 


Bradley John Hartkopf Born: December 02, 1988 


Janice Lee Vander Hart Born: January 20, 1958 


+Steven James Walrath Born: May 05, 1959 m: December 10, 1983 
Robert Michael Walrath Born: February 02, 1985 
Catherine Marie Walrath Born: June 24, 1987 
Jonathan Mark Walrath Born: May 17, 1991 


Melissa Rose Walrath Born: June 06, 1993 


Carol Grace Vander Hart Born: December 17, 1960. 


+Floyd Johnson Born: October 11, 1960 m: September 05, 1981 


Stephanie Grace Johnson Born: June 26, 1985 


Laura Rose Johnson Born: October 01, 1987 


Jacquelyn Lea Johnson Born: September 05, 1990 


Alice Marie Vander Hart Born: February 11, 1963 


+Mark Jacobberger Born: January 20, 1957 m: October 15, 1983 


Nathan Jacobberger Born: June 20, 1986 
Andrew Jacobberger Born: March 15, 1988 
Matthew Jacobberger Born: November 17, 1992 
David Jacobberger Born: November 11, 1995 | 
Martha Rose Vander Hart Born: September 15, 1965 
+Michael G. Gardner Born: June 25, 1962 m: September 21, 1985 
Brandon Michael Gardner Born: January 31, 1991 
Lori June Gardner Born: December 08, 1993 
Alyssa D. Gardner Born: November 17, 1995 
Breanna Marie Gardner Born: April 05, 1999 
Harold John Vander Hart Born: April 16, 1967 
+Melissa K. Goettsch Born: June 16, 1967 m: September 09, 1989 
Deborah Joy Vander Hart Born: February 08, 1993 
Mitchell John Vander Hart Born: June 04, 1995 
Daniel Jacob Vander Hart Born: April 07, 1998 
Thomas Vander Hart Born: April 07, 1930 Died: July 07, 1930 
Henry Vander Hart Born: July 17, 1931 
+S. Ann White Born: March 27, 1938 m: September 15, 1958 
Timothy Ray Vander Hart Born: January 17, 1961 
+Michelle Eva Randolph Born: January 22, 1958 m: January 08, 1982 
Esther Vander Hart Born: March 01, 1983 
Mathhew Vander Hart Born: November 09, 1984 
Joseph Vander Hart Born: October 14, 1988 
Bethany Vander Hart Born: October 10, 1990 


Mark Henry Vander Hart Born: November 29, 1962 


+Dorcas Lydia Eadie Born: December 17, 1959 m: April 04, 1981 


Priscilla Beth Vander Hart Born: February 16, 1982 


Deborah Dawn Vander Hart Born: February 26, 1983 Died: January 19, 1984 


Mary Joanna Vander Hart Born: November 06, 1985 


Joshua Mark Vander Hart Born: December 13, 1986 


Gabriel Henry Vander Hart Born: June 12, 1989 


David Luke Vander Hart Born: November 20, 1990 | 
Levi Samuel Vander Hart Born: March 10, 1993 UJ 


Michael John Vander Hart Born: September 17, 1994 


Julia Deborah Van Der Hart Born: October 30, 1996 
Josiah Ethan Van Der Hart Born: November 13, 1999 H 


Rhoda Jeanne Vander Hart Born: May 19, 1964 


Philip Walter Vander Hart Born: July 24, 1969 


+Laura McDonald Relationship ended with: Divorce 
Allicia McDonald Born: May 06, 1996 \ 
Alexandria McDonald Born: May 06, 1996 


*2nd Wife of Philip Walter Vander Hart: 
+Alice Farrens Born: May 27, 1967 m: March 20, 1997 


Jeffrey Vander Hart Born: August 24, 1998 
James Vander Hart Born: April 15, 1933 
+Freda Jean Ter Louw Born: October 20, 1932 m: August 19, 1960 
Dennis Vander Hart Born: July 30, 1961 
+Pamela Sue McGrath Born: August 18, 1962 m: September 17, 1994 


Dale Robert Van Der Hart Born: January 12, 1996 
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Melissa Joy Van Der Hart Born: August 20, 2001 


Raymond Vander Hart Born: April 21, 1934 


+Arlene Ter Louw Born: February 20, 1931 m: March 08, 1963 


Raylene Vander Hart Born: January 26, 1966 Fact 1: Adopted 
+Fred De Vries m: March 18, 1983 Relationship ended with: Divorce 
Jayson De Vries Born: August 01, 1983 


*2nd Husband of Raylene Vander Hart: 
+Billy Ross Bechtel Born: June 12, 1964 m: July 03, 1986 


Jeremy Bechtel Born: June 29, 1987 
Lindsey Joy Bechtel Born: October 31, 1996 
Curtis Ray Vander Hart Born: June 10, 1969 Fact 1: Adopted 
+Rhonda Rae De Moss Born: August 14, 1970 m: September 28, 1993 
Zarariah Lee Vander Hart Born: April 07, 1994 
Nelly Anna Vander Hart Born: May 23, 1935 


+John Ellsworth Yeo Born: May 03, 1932 m: January 29, 1959 Divorce: January 19, 1979 Marriage ending: 
January 19, 1979 Relationship ended with: Divorce 


John Daniel Yeo Born: September 21, 1959 
+Cassandra Compton Born: September 21, 1966 m: March 27, 1993 
Alyssa Michelle Yeo Born: June 24, 1995 
Seth Russell Yeo Born: October 16, 1999 
Bruce Russell Yeo Born: December 09, 1961 
+Erlinda Marie Amado m: 1983 Relationship ended with: Divorce 
Ashley Marie Yeo Born: February 06, 1984 
Fallon Cherelle Yeo Born: October 01, 1986 
*2nd Wife of Bruce Russell Yeo: | | 
+Mori Michelle Brown Born: October 30, 1966 m: November 22, 1991 Fact 1: Jeremy and Jennifer are 
children of Mor 
Jeremy Todd Brown Born: December 29, 1985 


Jennifer Todd Brown Born: October 05, 1987 


Michelle Suzanne Yeo Born: January 29, 1968 Died: March 09, 1994 


+James England m: May 1986 
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rittany Jo England Born: December 29, 1986 
James Robert England Born: March 15, 1990 
Clarence Vander Hart Born: July 05, 1938 


+Virginia Richards Born: February 19, 1943 m: November 02, 1964 


Jacob and Effie Dahm 
April 24, 1925 


Jacob and Effie Dahm 
remembered by Dorothy, Jim and Estella 


"Tell me a story" was often the request when boredom set m. Our father, Jake, was 
fourteen years old when he came from Holland and consequently the stories were always about 
Holland. They often had to do with the bakery and how the "boys" would take a dog cart around 
the town of Nieuw Beijerland to sell the freshly baked bread and Dutch pastries. O what fun! 

At other times the "boys" would knead the dough in the large containers by jumping in 
with their bare feet. As we learned later, this was done only with the leftover dough and the bread 
baked from this dough was given to the horses. 

Other stories had to do with swimming in the canals or jumping over them with a long 
stick and hopefully landing on the other side! We found the swimming story to be true, because 


in 1947 with the heavy flooding in the river bottom by Peoria, Pop and Jim, a boy of 12 went to 


the Skunk River bottom to see if Pop could still swim. Pop told Jira that he had not swam since 
leaving Holland as a boy of fourteen. Well, Pop went into a drainage ditch, not too far from 
where Tunis Blom lived, and using his undershorts as a swimming suit, went swimming. It would 
be more accurate to call it "dog-paddling." He was then about fifty years old. 

Other pastimes for kids in Holland which he related were playing marbles, riding bicycles, 
skating on the ice in the canals and juggling 2-3 balls in the air at a time, (which he could do!) 

Now in 1911, Jake was a young lad in America. He did attend the Black Oak Center 
School (located between Pella and Leighton), probably to learn the English language since he had 
attended school in Holland. Having an intelligent mind, the teacher informed him that he was 
smarter than she was and he should quit school and get to work. He worked on his father's farm 
and also was a farm laborer for area farmers. He said the hardest work he ever did in his life was 
walking behind the horse and plow. 

In 1924, brothers Jake and Henry bought the Peoria Store. At first they boarded with the 
Stursmas, the former owners. Effie Stursma, a daughter, worked as a clerk in the Peoria Store 
where soon a romance blossomed between Effie and Jake. A wedding dress was sewn and a ring 
bought. One evening they went to the Peoria Christian Reformed Church parsonage and were 
married by Rev. Kromminga with only Effie's immediate family present. The next day when Jake's 
father came in the store to shop for groceries, he casually said to him, "By the way, Effie and I got 
married last night." (This didn't sit very well with the rest of the Dahm family.) Jake was 28, and 
Effie was 24 years old. : 

As a Clerk, Effie remembered that Mrs. Dam, Stientje, would stop in the store for 
groceries after attending ladies aid. She said that Jake's mother was a very nice lady. One year 
after Jake and Effie were married, the mother died unexpectedly of pneumonia. 

Our mother, Effie Stursma, immigrated to America in 1906 at the age of 4, settling near 
Leighton, Iowa. In 1911, they moved to the Jonker place two and one-half miles south of Peoria. 
Effie drove the pony cart to attend Peoria Christian Grade School. In 1914 her father bought the 
Peoria Store. Those were the days when the hitching posts were filled with horses as farmers 
came to the store by horse and buggy to buy supplies, and discuss the weather, crops, religion and 
politics. Mom always felt badly that she didn't finish grade school, but she had to work in the 
Peoria Store. As a young teenager, she would take the horse and wagon to Taintor to sell the 
eggs and brought the money back, hoping nobody would rob her of her money. She also would 
tell how frightened she was when the Gypsies would come into the store and steal merchandise. 
Those were the World War I years which were scary because the threat against the Dutch people 


eventually led to the burning of the Peoria Christian Reformed Church and the Peoria 
Christian School. 

Our mother had sad times too. A few months after the Stursma family came to America, 
her older brother John died from diptheria. How she missed him. Then the time came when mom 
and pop were expecting their first baby. Twins were born prematurely, died, and she had nothing 
in her arms. 

Our mother talked how nice it was that in 1933 Pop built a new house that had electricity 
and running water, heated by a coal furnace. Rain from the roof collected in a big tank in the 
basement, then heated in a nearby tub. The hot water was dipped by bucket and carried to the 
washing machine. 

Jake and Henry were partners in the Peoria Store together for 20 years. One day Jake had 
been cleaning in the store including the storage room in the back of the store. He emptied the 
cardboard boxes with trash and burned them in the potbellied stove. It was wintertime, so why 
not burn the trash in the stove? In one of the cardboard boxes was a bulging can of spoiled juice. 
Jake, in his cleaning efforts saw the can but inadvertently threw the can into the furnace along 
with all the rest of the trash. Time passed, maybe an hour or more, then suddenly BOOM! There 
was an explosion in the furnace. The stove actually moved partly off its base and smoke entered 
the store. "Wat was dat?" exclaimed Henry. Jake, speechless, would only say, "Boy! Boy! 
Boy!" It dawned on him about that spoiled can of juice. He never told his brother Henry. He 
must have figured, "What he doesn't know, won't hurt him!" 

Pop loved to read and felt sorry for a man who never reads. Pop liked to go into the 
livingroom and close the door, so it was quiet and he could concentrate. He would bring us kids 
to the Pella Library and encouraged us to take books home too. In retirement years, he would go 
to the Central College Library for books. He loved to read History and Theology. His reading 
was in either Dutch or English. 

Pop often told his children, "If you don't work, you don't eat.” Our first responsibility was 
to walk down the road to John Pothoven's house to bring home 2 quarts of milk. Jim found an 
extra job catching mice at the Peoria Christian Grade School. Estella swept the schoolroom floor 
every night for a nickel. We all had to work in the Peoria Store. In the summers, Jim would be 
sent to Pop's farm to paint the buildings. We had a small orchard, and on summer evenings we 
had to help cut grass by hand with a clipper, and even had the neighbor kids helping. We had 
great fun with the seven cousins next door. (Uncle Henry's family lived across the driveway.) 

Pop emphasized the importance of devotions at the table after eating a meal. He would 
give each one of us a Bible to follow along when he read, and he would follow along when we 
took our turn. In reality it was an excellent lesson in oral reading, as he would correct us if we 
skipped or added a word. It was important to read exactly what the Bible said. Pop would always 
comment about what was read in the Bible. What training we had! 

Sundays were special days. Seems like we always had Campbell's Vegetable Beef Soup 
and hamburgers for Sunday noon. Pop would always say, "We eat like kings!" Pop didn't take a 
‘Sunday paper, and he wouldn't let us even catch up on reading the daily paper. He said if you 
read the daily paper, you won't have time to read religious material. Mom and Pop read 
Spurgeon's sermons and we were expected to read The Banner. After the church service, Pop 
always discussed the sermons, (he listened better than we did.) Pop had a gift of offering prayer 
outloud or publicly, which he willingly did at family gatherings. 

Pop liked to take his family on trips and pointed out interesting and educational places. 
He always took the church yearbook along for interest, if and where there would be a CRC when 
passing through towns. On later trips, Dorothy would stay home and work in the store. On one 


U 
4 
if 


trip we traveled to Niagara Falls. We wanted to see the Falls from the Canadian side, but Mom 
was not a citizen, so if she went along, she would not be able to re-enter the States. She sat alone 
in a motel waiting for us while we went to Canada. (Pop had taken his citizenship papers along.) 
This prompted mom to become a citizen soon after. We later went to Canada to visit Uncle Pete 
in Leamington, Ontario. 

Pop taught us to be saving...he would say, "Shut off the lights.” (In those days electricity 
was advertised to be penny cheap!) He would also stress the importance of getting the library 
books back on time, as there was a one penny fine per book per day if they were late. Pop liked 
to say to me, "Estella, have you ever been really hungry?" I'd reply, "No." He'd then say to me, 
"Then you are rich" How true. 

Thanksgiving Day was special. We would get together with all the Dahms, in earlier days 
a big meal, and in later years just a coffeetime. They were good times. About Christmas, our dad 
never would understand what a decorated Christmas tree had to do with the birth of Jesus. 

Family was important. Pop would take us along to the Groenenboom reunions, and to 
Tante Barbara in Eddyville. Pop had high regard for his brothers and loved nothing better than to 
sit and visit with them. When retired in Pella, Uncle Henry, who lived across the street, would 
often walk over and together they would discuss the younger generation! Pop also enjoyed 
having coffee at the Central Park Cafe in Pella with other friends. 

Holland had an excellent math program in their schools, where Pop attended before 
immigrating to the U.S. Pop learned to add everything in his head. The Peoria Store traded eggs 
for groceries. Thus we would write the grocery purchases on the grocery slip. Once a week Pop 
would take this box of slips to the house and he would total the slips mentally! Pop would have 


fun asking Arnold when he was 4 years old to add some numbers in his head, and Arnold had the 


right answer every time. 

Pop was a self-educated theologian. Besides the Bible, he studied Calvin's Institutes of the 
Christian Religion and much more. He knew the names of the ministers in the CRC and other 
churches. He was knowledgeable and could discuss any issue: Biblical, political or financial. 

Pop and Mom were bilingual, speaking the Dutch and English. They never completely 
passed that on to us as Pop said, "We live in America, now we must speak their language." 

Mom loved music. How thrilled she was when we attended the Messiah performances at 
Central College. Mom also enjoyed cooking, and made delicious food. One speciality was her 
homemade lemon pie, and she also loved to make cherry pie. She never drove a car and was 
always dependent on others to bring her groceries or to go places. 

She was a loving mother. She always had time to read Bible Stories to us. She would sit 
with us and pray before we left for school. She was a prayer warrior for her children and 
grandchildren. She was a loving grandmother always concerned about the safety of us all. She 
was proud of her Dutch heritage. We still laugh about the fact when her grandchildren would 
bring their boyfriend or girlfriend to meet her, she would ask, "Are you Dutch?" 

Pop owned the store 32 years and moved to Pella. He lived fourscore years, suffered a 


stroke and died at the age of 82. 


Our parents taught us that the Bible is the guide for our lives. We learned to trust in God 
and that God would never forsake His own. The central purpose of life is to praise and glorify 
God. We are thankful for that heritage given to us. 


Jake and Effie were married 54 years. Effie lived 19 years longer, the last 14 years in 
Hilltop Manor. It delighted her when family came to visit. She passed away at the age of 98 
years. 


Jacob Dahm Born: December 08, 1896 Died: November 27, 1979 
+Effie Stursma Born: April 23, 1901 m: April 24, 1925 
Twin Boy Dahm Born: August 09, 1929 Died: August 09, 1929 
Twin Boy Dahm Born: August 09, 1929 Died: August 12, 1929 
Dorothy Jean Dahm Born: April 17, 1932 


+Richard Henry Van Kooten Born: November 19, 1927 m: August 06, 1954 


Cheryl Jean Van Kooten Born: April 22, 1957 


+Robert Eugene Hageman Born: January 10, 1955 m: July 03, 1982 


Christopher Eric Hageman Born: February 03, 1988 
Emily Jean Hageman Born: February 12, 1990 
Jonathan Edward Hageman Born: June 01, 1993 
Pamela Joy Van Kooten Born: September 30, 1958 
+Kenrick Steven Boat Born: May 04, 1958 m: August 15, 1980 
Brandon Jay Boat Born: November 26, 1985 
Brenna Lynae Boat Born: November 30, 1987 
Derek Steven Boat Born: January 23, 1992 
David Ray Van Kooten Born: May 26, 1961 
+Irene Mackus Born: October 27, 1966 m: December 29, 1990 
Andrew Thomas Van Kooten Born: June 15, 1994 
Kayla Rose Van Kooten Born: July 22, 1997 
Alexander Henry Van Kooten Born: August 10, 2000 
Robert Jay Van Kooten Born: May 26, 1961 Died: May 26, 1961 
Robert Calvin Van Kooten Born: July 10, 1967 
+Jenee Duysing Born: October 23, 1974 m: October 21, 1995 


Calvin Bryan Van Kooten Born: September 02, 1996 


Descendants of Jacob Dahm Y 
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Taylor James Van Kooten Born: March 14, 1998 
Aaron Christopher Van Kooten Born: November 23, 2000 
Kathy Lou Van Kooten Born: February 06, 1970 
+Jeffery Leon Howey Born: April 22, 1973 m: July 02, 1994 
Ryan Jeffery Howey Born: December 15, 1998 
Kyle David Howey Born: December 12, 2000 
James Peter Dahm Born: September 29, 1935 
+Marlene Holleman Born: February 06, 1937 m: July 29, 1958 
Jeffery Paul Dahm Born: November 17, 1964 
+Sharon Lee Byker Born: August 29, 1966 ere 01, 1987 
Jacob Paul Dahm Born: December 14, 1992 
Nicholas James Dahm Born: July 17, 1995 
Samuel Joseph Dahm Born: January 16, 1999 
Jane Ann Dahm Born: March 27, 1967 
+Tim Rozendaal Born: October 23, 1969 m: October 27, 1990 
Justin Wayne Rozendaal Born: August 26, 1993 
Kendra Celeste Rozendaal Born: June 12, 2000 
Sara Celeste Dahm Born: June 12, 1973 
+Chuck De Groat Born: June 12, 1973 m: June 25, 1994 
Emma Nicole De Groat Born: June 21, 2001 
Estella Celeste Dahm Born: September 06, 1938 
+Allen Vis Born: February 23, 1939 m: August 19, 1959 
Debra Lynn Vis Born: October 30, 1960 
+Chad Edward Fey Born: January 29, 1961 m: May 15, 1981 


Ericka Danielle Fey Born: April 06, 1985 


Elliot John Fey Born: January 18, 1988 


u 


Julie Celeste Vis Born: July 27, 1963 


+Emest Henry Stellingwerff Born: December 01, 1963 m: August 26, 1989 


Abbey Grace Stellingwerff Born: July 15, 1996 
Trent Allen Vis Born: May 15, 1967 U 


+Dawn Marie Smit Born: October 11, 1966 m: September 18, 1987 


Lindsey Dawn Vis Born: June 07, 1993 


Nathan Paul Vis Born: April 19, 1997 

Melanie Ann Vis Born: March 19, 1970 

+Steven Paul Wisse Born: November 04, 1963 m: July 05, 1997 
Alec John Wisse Born: December 04, 1998 


Trevor Paul Wisse Born: March 09, 2001 
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Joe and Minnie Dahm 
December 9, 1936 


Joe and Minnie Dahm 


Joe was a young lad of 12 years when he came to America with his parents, brothers and 
sisters. His father began farming, thus Joe grew up on the farm and when older he managed the 
farm for his dad. Sometime during these early years, Joe and his brother Leonard purchased a 
general store in Galesburg, Iowa. However, this business met with failure, and Joe returned to 
farming. | 


Minnie Julia Van Gorp was born on a farm near Peoria, Iowa. Hers was a family where 
the parents were avid readers and were interested in further education for their children. Minnie 
graduated from Pella High School after which she began to teach in a country school. She 
interrupted her teaching career in order to be married. 


Joe and Minnie were married at Peoria, Iowa in 1936. Joe was already 37 and Minnie was 
30 years old. After their marriage, they bought a farm southeast of Peoria (located where Jim and 
Freda Vander Hart live today). They had no children of their own but in 1944 adopted twin girls, 
Lavonne and Laverne, who were 10 years old. 


They lived on this farm for 17 years. Joe was very successful in raising hogs. Joe had the 
misfortune of losing an eye after which they left the farm and moved to Pella in 1953. They 
bought and managed the Dahm apartments here, and also owned an apartment building in 
Oskaloosa. 


Minnie continued her education. She graduated from William Penn College in Oskaloosa, 
and had a Master's Degree in Library Science She worked as a librarian in Oskaloosa and Pella 
schools. She was a teacher for over 40 years. She also served as a translator of the 1866-1936 
consistory minutes of the Pella I CRC from the Dutch language to English. While Minnie 
worked, Joe had to do the housework and cook the evening meal! 


Then one wintry, snowy day, Joe fell and broke his hip. While on the operating table he 
died of a heart attack. Joe lived to be 69 years old. They were married 32 years. 


Minnie lived alone for 26 years after Joe died. She moved to Sioux Center where she was 
near a niece and worked in the Dordt College Archives. She also donated a large organ to the 
Dordt College Chapel. In later years, Minnie moved to Glendale, Arizona where she enjoyed 
retirement. She passed away at the age of 87. 


Descendants of Joe Dahm 


Joe Dahm Born: December 11, 1899 Died: Januray 27, 1968 


+Minnie Julia Van Gorp Born: October 01, 1906 Died March 31, 1944 
m: December 09,1936 


Twins: Adopted October 27, 1944 


Lavonne Muriel Dahm Born: June 19, 1934 
+ Carol Van Kampen Marriage ended in divorce. 


Carol Dean Van Kampen 


i 


+Sharon Zylstra 


Jordan Van Kampen 


Nathaniel Van Kampen 
Darrell Gene Van Kampen 


+ Heimbaugh 


U 


Laverne Joanne Dahm Born: June 19, 1934. Died: December 23, 1983 
Cause of death: liver ailment. Body donated to science. Y 


+ Anton Bos Marriage ended in divorce 


+ Klingaman Marriage ended in divorce 


Scott Klingaman (Denver, Co.) 


Mike Klingaman (Denver, Co.) 


+ McDonald i 


arret and Stella Pothoven 
July 26, 1928 


Garret and Stella Pothoven 
by Carol Pothoven Topp 


Stella Dahm Pothoven was born on November 20, 1902 in Nieuw Beijerland, Netherlands, 
at an unknown hour. Meanwhile, with a six hour time difference, Garret Pothoven was born on a 
farm two miles southeast of Peoria, Iowa, USA on 
November 19, 1902. Again the time of birth was not noted, so it was always believed that Garret 
was one day older than Stella. Many years later they have wondered whether Stella might have 
been born in actuality ahead of Garret, but this is probably a detail that we will never know. This 
year they will celebrate 73 years of marriage and will both turn 99, on Nov. 19 and 20, 2001 D.V. 


Stella came to the USA with her parents, sisters and brothers when she was eight years 
old. They landed in New York and she noted that they had a wonderful boat trip remembering, "I 
was the only one in the whole family who didn't get seasick." She probably didn't get seasick 
because she would not allow herself to do so. She is a person that has one of the most positive 
outlooks on life that a person can have. She always lived by the rule, "Nobody wants to hear you 
complain, so what good would it do?" Even today, living in a nursing home, she never 
complains. Instead her most frequent comment ts, "How good we have it here." 


Garret and Stella met when they were eleven years old. Stella and her family first settled 
in Eddyville, lowa for three years before the family moved to their farm near Peoria, Iowa. 
Garret's first memory of her was when she started the Peoria Christian School. She sat right in 
front of him, and had long pigtails which he was tempted to put in the inkwell. Recently, when 
asked what would she have done if he had put her pigtail in the inkwell she replied, "I would have 
slapped his face!" Obviously, she has never taken the victim role. In trying circumstances her 
favorite phrase is, "this too will pass," or "where there's a will, there's a way." 


After she completed eighth grade, Stella stayed home with her mother to help her with 
running the household which still contained seven brothers. On Saturday nights she had 8-10 
pairs of shoes to polish for the next day, plus all the other chores of supporting farming brothers. 
After her mother died, she continued this on her own. It was not until she married Garret that her 
brothers who were still at home decided that they needed to find a wife for themselves. Stella 
looks back on her home life with much fondness. She had nothing but good to say about her 
mother, who must also have been a very positive person. The house was always busy, many 
mouths to feed, but there was always room for one more. The only negative thing she said about 
her dad was that when "the boys" were in a tiff playing cards around the kitchen table he would 
come in and throw the deck into the stove. However, this never stopped the fun, they just 
obtained another deck and continued the play. 


Garret and Stella started dating when they were 18 years old. Garret at this time was soon 
to move to Pella to attend Central College. He stated that they had one date a week, that is if the 
river did not overflow and the road was not out. For their first date, he took her home from Jake 
Stuursma and Reka Vander Schaaf's wedding reception. This was a six mile ride home with a 
horse and buggy. They dated seven years, waiting until Garret graduated from college and had 
secured a job. This finally happened in 1926. He wanted to teach in a Christian School, applied 
for a position advertised in The Banner for a teaching principalship at the Denver Christian 


Schools. When the offer came on July 4, they quickly planned a wedding, and were married in 
Stella's home on July 26. It was a small wedding with only immediate family and one aunt from 
each side. It was a good thing the wedding was small. The house was small and it rained heavily 
that day. As was custom, friends who shivareed came around ten p.m. shooting their guns on the 
windowsill, making the whole house vibrate. They then traipsed through the kitchen, obtained 
their treats, leaving behind "an inch of mud" which Garret and Stella had to clean up as they 
started their marriage together. This was probably the last mud they saw, as they left Iowa a 
week later for Denver where they lived for seventeen years. This proved to be a wonderful place 
for Stella's brothers to come to visit and make a trip to the mountains and fish for trout. She was 
as hospitable as her mother, which continued when they moved to Michigan in 1946. There was 
always a constant stream of visitors and some would stay for extended periods of time. In later 
years, she welcomed ali of her 

in-law children with the same spirit, to whom all she truly became a second mom. 


Garret and Stella had four children and eleven grandchildren. The oldest three children 
were born in Denver; Marcia who has Down's, was born five months after they arrived in 
Michigan. Garret was burned out on teaching. Stella's sister Nellie's husband, Henry Labotz had 
recently become sole owner of a new business, Holland Honey Cake, and talked Garret into 
coming to Holland, Michigan to manage the business. The business thrived under Garret's 
management from which he retired in 1972. At that time they moved to Jenison and enjoyed life 
in their new condominium in New Amesterdam Village. They lived there until they moved to 
Sunset Village in 1990. A few months every year after retirement were spent in Florida with 
Stella's youngest brother Arie, and his wife Cora. In 1992, Garret had a car accident which 
resulted in a broken leg and ended his driving career. Two years ago they moved to Laurel's 
Nursing Home in Hudsonville MI where they share a room together. They still make a wonderful 
pair, Stella being more physically capable, and Garret more mentally capable, compensating for 
eachother's weaknesses. They are the only surviving sibling on either side. Their life is brightened 
by visitors who continue to pop out of the past. Every now and then even a former student from 
Denver Christian School will drop a line or stop in to see them. Stella has retained her wit while 
Garret continues to "plan ahead." They are the favorites of the nursing staff and until a couple of 
weeks ago, have gone to Cottonwood CRC every week, with their daughter Carol's help, where 
they have been members for 31 years. 

Garret's and Stella's life truly continues to be a testimony to God's faithful goodness. 


Garret and Stella celebrated 73 years of marriage. Garret's life on earth ended January 
12, 2002 at the age of 99 years. Stella continues to live at the nursing home in Hudsonville. 


Descendants of Stella Dahm 


Stella Dahm Born: November 20, 1902 
+Garret Pothoven Born: November 19, 1902 Died: January 12, 2002 m: July 26, 1928 
Ronald James Pothoven Born: November 21, 1936 
+Iris Buteyn Born: September 05, 1937 
Carla Pothoven Born: September 27, 1960 
+Kurt Mast Born: March 17, 1961 
Kyle James Mast Born: July 30, 1987 
Kaitlyn Joy Mast Born: July 23, 1989 
Cheryl Lynn Pothoven Born: March 07, 1962 
+Jeffrey John Schuiteman Born: October 29, 1960 m: August 03, 1984 
Patrick Steven Schuiteman Born: July 10, 1989 
Taylor Brooke Schuiteman Born: June 09, 1992 
Morgan Nicole Schuiteman Born: November 14, 1993 
Charles Scott Pothoven Born: December 03, 1966 
+Laura Lynn Campbell Born: November 20, 1967 m: August 28, 1990 
Elise Nicole Pothoven Born: December 06, 1995 
Lucas James Pothoven Born: April 29, 1998 
Emma Catherine Pothoven Born: March 06, 2001 
Carol Joyce Pothoven Born: August 28, 1939 
+Gordon Dale Topp Born: April 08, 1937 
David Brent T opp Born: August 30, 1959 
+Elizabeth Murphy Born: November 24, 1957 m: October 26, 1981 
Daniel Murphy Topp Born: January 17, 1991 


Joseph Gerard Topp Born: May 23, 1994 


Michael James Topp Born: July 31, 1958 Fact 1: Adopted 


meme 


+Lena Lynn Powers Born: July 18, 1958 


Nicole Topp Born: September 21, 1983 


Michael Topp Born: April 01, 1985 
Belinda Joy Topp Born: September 10, 1961 Fact 1: Adopted : 


+Stephen John Kelley Born: January 16, 1957 m: June 01, 1985 


Nathan Lee Kelley Born: November 14, 1982 


Rebecca Lynn Kelley Born: October 31, 1984 


Jill Deserae Topp Born: June 26, 1964 Fact 1: Adopted 


+Gary Lemke Relationship ended with: Divorce 
Ashley Marie Lemke Born: November 30, 1986 ul 


*2nd Husband of Jill Deserae Topp: 
+Chris Veltkamp m: May 14, 1999 


Karen Ruth Topp Born: October 18, 1970 Fact 1: Adopted 


+Scott Stan m: August 18, 1990 Relationship ended with: Divorce 
Kenneth Pothoven Born: March 08, 1943 l 


+Betty De Wys Born: December 14, 1942 m: August 14, 1964 


Kathy Pothoven Born: June 27, 1965 
+Ross Jelsema Born: October 11, 1965 J 


Matthew Ross Jelsema Born: April 16, 1990 


Andrew Jordon Jelsema Born: February 01, 1992 
Bethany Lauren Jelsema Born: April 15, 1994 i 
Donald J. Pothoven Born: January 29, 1967 


+Mary Fernandez Born: October 16, 1964 


Gabriela Pothoven Born: January 06, 1990 y 
Michael James Pothoven Born: March 20, 1997 


Steven M. Pothoven Born: August 17, 1971 


+Tami Sief Born: August 04, 1971 
Shannon Tamara Pothoven Born: April 20, 1997 
Cameron Steven Pothoven Born: September 11, 1999 


Marcia Pothoven Born: January 18, 1947 Fact 1: Marcia has Down's Syndrome 
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Peter and Grace Dahm 
June 9, 1931 


: 


t 


Peter and Grace Dahm 


Peter Dahm was the fourteenth child born in the Netherlands to Jacob and Stientje Dam. 
As a small lad of seven years old, he came to Iowa with his parents, brothers and sisters. He grew 
up on the farm (3 years near Eddyville, Iowa, moving later to the Peoria area.) Peter was the only 
member of the Dahm family to attend school beyond the elementary grades. He attended Central 
College in Pella, and at age 27 graduated from Calvin College. That same year on 
June 9, 1931 he married Grace Monsma of Chicago Heights, Illinois. (Grace had grown up in the 
Prairie City, lowa area.) 


Peter graduated from Calvin Seminary in 1934 and was ordained into the Christian 
Reformed Church ministry. The churches they served were: Ogilvie, Minnesota 1934-42; 
Bunde, Minnesota 1942-54; Leamington, Ontario, Canada 1958-63; 

Cornwall, Ontario, Canada 1963-66; and Bigelow, Minnesota 1966-69. As a minister he 
believed that God's Word should be preached according to the Reformed Confessions. 


During the early years when the children were young, the family summer vacations were 
spent visiting the cousins in Iowa and spending time on the farm. Grace also enjoyed entertaining, 
and was a gracious hostess welcoming the relatives to return and visit them. (She baked a 
delicious rhubarb cake!) 


Upon retirement, Peter and Grace moved to Pella. They built a new home and enjoyed 
living in it for seven years. It was here that he died unexpectedly of a heart attack in the living 
room, after telling his wife he felt severe pressure in his chest. Peter died at age 72. 

During retirement, Peter kept busy reading books. He led Men's Society and continued to 
preach in the area Pella churches. His last sermon (Mark 4:40) was preached in Faith Church on 
the Sunday before his death. 


Peter and Grace were married 45 years. After Peter's death, Grace went to live with a 
sister and other relatives in Illinois where she passed away 7 months later also at the age of 72. 


| Descendants of Peter Dahm U 


Peter Dahm Born: November 30, 1903 Died: September 30, 1976 


+Grace Monsma Born: March 29, 1905 Died: April 24, 1977 m: June 09, 1931 


J 


Arlo Jay Dahm Born: April 16, 1934 Fact 1: Divorced 


+Lynn Swierenga Born: September 27, 1933 Died: 1992 m: August 28, 1954 Relationship ended with: 
Divorce 


Linda Grace Dahm Born: January 23, 1956 


+Roger Martindell 


Nicolas Martindell Born: May 1993 


Sheryl K. Dahm Born: October 26, 1957 


+Hans Broedel 
Madeline Broedel LU 


Richard Allen Dahm Born: October 31, 1960 


Alena Dahm 

Cameron Dahm 

Cassandra Dahm U 
Karen Arlene Dahm Born: April 04, 1966 : U 
+David Braden 

Taylor Braden UJ 


Frances Arlene Dahm Born: July 27, 1937 


+Merlin C. Brinkman Born: September 23, 1933 Died: May 31, 1993 m: November 27, 1958 


Jane Diane Brinkman Born: October 18, 1964 


+Bruce Rodewald Born: August 24, 1963 m: September 10, 1988 


Lauren Marie Rodewald Born: September 25, 1994 
Erin Diane Rodewald Born: November 17, 1996 _ | U 


*2nd Husband of Frances Arlene Dahm: 
+William B. McClurg Born: November 24, 1930 m: March 06, 1998 


John William Dahm Born: October 22, 1939 Fact 1: Divorced | 
+Barbara Figel Born: February 21, 1939 m: August 18, 1961 Relationship ended with: Divorce 
John David Dahm Born: August 20, 1963 
+Brooke Braly Born: September 13, 1968 m: May 10, 1997 
Ethan David Dahm Born: February 02, 2000 
Roger Mathew Dahm Born: August 21, 1966 
+Roxanne Thibodeaux Born: July 04, 1966 m: June 27, 1992 


Hannah Claire Dahm Born: May 26, 1996 Died: June 13, 1996 Fact 1: Sweet little Hannah was 
born with out a mid brain and died of natural causes. 


Garrett Matthew Dahm Born: September 28, 1998 
Gordon John Dahm Born: February 08, 1944 
+Norene Wiersma Born: May 21, 1943 m: June 12, 1964 
Michelle Janine Sites Born: January 13, 1967 
+Andrew Gracey Born: October 22, 1965 m: October 15, 1994 
Sophia Norene Gracey Born: September 22, 1995 
Austin Montgomery Gracey Born: November 22, 1998 
Peter Franklin Dahm Born: March 14, 1948 
+Helen Faye Padding Born: November 13, 1947 m: August 24, 1968 
Elizabeth Erin Dahm Born: February 24, 1984 


Andrea Nicole Dahm Born: January 27, 1986 
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Leonard and Gertrude Dahm 
February 22, 1934 


Leonard and Gertrude Dahm 


by Geneva Dahm Rozenboom 


I assume that our parents, Leonard Dahm and Gertrude Bandstra, met at church or 
Young People's Society. They were both members of the Peoria Christian Reformed 
Church. They were married at the Bandstra home near Taintor, Iowa on February 22, 
1934 at 11:30 a.m. The reception was held at 7:30 p.m. also at the Bandstra home. 

They began their married life on a farm west of Taintor which they rented from my 
dad's brothers, Uncle Henry and Uncle Jake Dahm. The large, old house was cold in the 
winter and was without electricity. Water was obtained from a pump on the back porch. 
Connected to our house was a "wash house" where the clothes were washed. The water 
was heated in a huge cooker that had a fire pot beneath it. Before electricity, my dad 
would sometimes help mother run the washing through. 

I do not remember the year we got electricity, but when we did get it, it was 
exciting! I remember evenings when we would play games or fix puzzles with my parents. 
My father taught us to play checkers. Once I begged for a Monopoly game which my dad 
bought for me. After we started playing, he said if he had known it had a dice, he would 
not have bought it. I fondly remember the Dahm brothers threshing machine and crew, 
and the huge meals we prepared for them. Several summers when Uncle Pete and Aunt 
Grace and family would visit Iowa, they would stay at our house. I also remember a 
Dahm reunion held at our place when we took pictures of the different families. 

In 1947 our parents bought a farm in Peoria, and we moved to Peoria. My dad did 
not like farming this farm. After several years he rented it out and farmed land he had 
bought east of Taintor. In 1951 we moved to the house in Peoria that Uncle Henry and 
Aunt Minnie Dahm had built. 

Our parents were kind people. It was difficult for our father to express his 
feelings. Our mother was much better at that. Church attendance and family devotions 
were a very important part of our lives. Our parents instilled in us to love God first and 
treat others well, and to work hard but also have fun. Our parents were well respected in 
their neighborhoods. Our parents were very conservative and they wanted us to learn to 
save money. 

We didn't go on many vacations. Our vacation was going to Riverview Park in 
Des Moines for a day. We always took our dinner along. After I was married they went 
with Uncle Cornie's family on fishing trips to Minnesota. Don and Bev remember it being 
fun taking lunches along to eat on the way. 

Our mother always enjoyed the little things in life. She enjoyed family and friends. 
Our father enjoyed good humor, going to farm sales, and having Aunt Effie and Dorothy 
bring dinner over on Saturdays after my mother died. The death of my mother at age 51 
years of age was very hard on our dad. 

We children are thankful for the parents the Lord gave us. 


Leonard and Gertrude were married only 27 years. Gertrude died of cancer. 
Leonard lived 9 more years and died at age 66 of emphysema. 


| Descendants of Leonard Dahm FF 


Leonard Dahm Born: March 30, 1905 Died: June 15, 1971 Fact 1: Twins with Adriantje 
+Gertrude Bandstra Born: February 17, 1910 Died: October 01, 1961 m: February 22, 1934 
Geneva Jean Dahm Born: February 22, 1935 
+Gerald J. Rozenboom Born: August 14, 1934 m: April 07, 1955 
Wavern Dean Rozenboom Born: November 10, 1956 
+Norma Jean Groenenboom Born: December 28, 1954 m: January 13, 1978 
Alicia Dawn Rozenboom Born: December 15, 1982 
Thomas James Rozenboom Born: January 28, 1986 
Dennis Wayne Rozenboom Born: July 11, 1960 
+Kathleen Ann Horman Born: August 10, 1962 m: September 04, 1980 
Megan Renae Rozenboom Born: September 07, 1985 
Christopher J. Rozenboom Born: March 05, 1988 
Curtis E. Rozenboom Born: August 15, 1992 
Debra Sue Rozenboom Born: August 17, 1961 
+Fred Ellis Van Ee Born: June 21, 1956 m: August 23, 1979 
Jessica Lynn Van Ee Born: August 11, 1981 
Stephanie Jo Van Ee Born: September 23, 1983 
Jennifer Marie Van Ee Born: January 12, 1987 
Merlin Jay Rozenboom Born: February 18, 1963 
+Teresa Dawn Van Wyk Born: July 02, 1964 m: Apnil 22, 1988 
Todd Jay Rozenboom Born: December 02, 1990 
James Ray Rozenboom Born: June 10, 1994 
Donald James Dahm Born: October 26, 1941 
+Arlene Faye Tysseling Born: September 19, 1942 m: June 05, 1964 


Jeffrey Michael Dahm Born: April 07, 1968 


n | | 
+Kelly Ann Shoemaker Born: February 09, 1970 m: October 07, 2000 


Kevin Douglas Dahm Born: November 07, 1969 


f Melissa Lee Dahm Born: June 21, 1972 Adoption: December 01, 1972 
Beverly Ann Dahm Born: December 05, 1948 Fact 1: Divorced 


+Ronald Hoyt Born: February 20, 1938 m: October 29, 1971 Relationship ended with: Divorce 


iis 


Cornie and Tena Dahm 


January 15, 1942 


Cornie and Tena Dahm 
by Carmen Dahm Reitsma 


Cornie Dahm and Tena Bandstra met at church, which was always a very important part 
of their lives. They were married at the Bandstra home near Taintor, Iowa. Shortly before the 
wedding, Tena went to visit the family of Uncle Bart Bandstra. During that time, there was a 
typical January snowstorm which made it difficult for Tena to get home in time for her wedding! 


Cornie and Tena lived on their farm southwest of New Sharon until 1974, when they 
moved to Pella and Lowell and his family moved into the house on the farm. One thing Cornie 
said frequently was, "You can only spend your money once." This was a good reminder to think 
before spending frivolously. 


Uncle Arie and Aunt Cora lived across a big yard just south of us. We didn't have a phone 
so whenever we wanted to invite them over for coffee, we would hang a white dishtowel in the 
window and hope they saw it. Going to the other's house for coffee was exciting for the kids, 
especially Greg and Carmen. 


Cornie's family took vacations every summer, most of them to Ten Mile Lake in 
Minnesota. Some years Uncle Leen and Bev went along, also Aunt Nellie Vroegh and her sons. 
We have many wonderful memories of Happiness Resort near Hackensack, the home of Paul 


Bunyan's sweetheart. 


Christmas was always a very exciting time. Our meal consisted of homemade french fries, 
hamburgers with all the trimmings, and orange sherbet punch. We children have continued this 
tradition with our own families. 


Their family was very important to Cornie and Tena, as was the church. We did a lot of 
visiting with relatives, played many games and completed numerous jigsaw puzzles together. We 
had Bible reading and prayer at every meal. We children had Catechism in grade school (Peoria 
Christian) on Friday, so Dad would always review with us on Thursday evening. It was essential 
that we memorized our Catechism answers and Bible verses. 

Cornie and Tena are remembered as being loving parents and grandparents. 


Cornie and Tena lived in Pella for 21 years. They were blessed with 53 years of 
marriage. Cornie passed away of a heart attack at the age of 87. Tena suffered from 
Alzheimers. She died of a heart attack at the age of 80. 


| Descendants of Cornie Dahm f 


Cornie Dahm Born: April 08, 1908 Died: November 16, 1995 


+Tena Bandstra Born: February 27, 1917 Died: October 10, 1997 m: January 15, 1942 


Rosemary Dahm Born: February 21, 1944 


Marvin Lowell Dahm Born: February 07, 1947 


+Linda Louise Vande Wal Born: August 31, 1949 m: November 08, 1968 


LeAnn Michelle Dahm Born: May 15, 1969 


+Brent James Born: July 12, 1963 m: April 15, 1995 
Mackenzie Lynne James Born: November 11, 1996 
Joslin James Born: April 30, 1986 Fact 1: Child from previous marriage 


Lance Allen Dahm Born: May 03, 1971 


J 


+Sara Levy m: August 12, 1995 


Nolan David Dahm Born: July 01, 1997 


Laird Ryan Dahm Born: October 06, 1973 


+Morgan Nelvanko Born: September 06, 1974 m: October 10, 1998 


Carmen Lou Dahm Born: February 01, 1951 


+Frank Reitsma Born: March 21, 1949 m: April 16, 1971 lu 
Mark David Reitsma Born: May 12, 1972 lj 


+Jackie Ihrman Born: January 25, 1975 m: July 19, 1997 


Justin Frank Reitsma Born: October 21, 1975 
Curtis Wayne Reitsma Born: October 12, 1977 | y 


Stephanie Dawn Reitsma Born: October 03, 1979 


+David Lahvic Born: January 26, 1982 m: March 25, 2000 


Tara Lou Reitsma Born: January 04, 1984 ¥ 


Arie and Cora Dahm 
December 30, 1941 


Arie and Cora Dahm 
as told by the "twins" 

We have many fond memories of our younger years with Mom and Dad. Some of 
them are humorous and some make us sad. 

Our earliest memories include some naughty times. When Karen and Judy were 
two years old, they were just finished with their bath when they disappeared. Mom could 
not find them anywhere and was getting panicky until she heard giggling coming from 
inside the wood burning stove! She was not too happy to find her two little girls covered 
in black ashes from head to toe! 

Greg of course was never naughty, unless you count the time when he decided to 
put water in the car's gas tank. No one had told him that the water does not go in the 
same place as the gasoline. Dad was not happy about that. He made sure that Greg got 
lessons on car maintenance soon after that. 

We grew up on the farm outside of New Sharon and of course our nearest 
neighbors were Uncle Cornie and Aunt Tena. This made for many fun times. We would 
have birthday parties under the big trees halfway between our houses. If Mom and Aunt 
Tena wanted to have coffeetime together they would hang a white towel in the window as 
a signal to eachother. 

Helping around the house was another memory, although not as fond as some. 
Dusting the mopboards was never Greg's favorite thing to do and Karen and Judy always 
hated the "white glove test" after dusting. 

As we grew older we would take a regular family vacation to Ten Mile Lake in 
Hackensack, Minnesota for a week of fishing, swimming and fun. Those trips lasted 
almost thirty years. They began with just Mom and Dad and the three of us, and ended up 
with each of us going with our spouses, children , and even grandchildren. We also used 
to take trips to Grand Rapids, Michigan to see Uncle Garret and Aunt Stella and of course 
we always came back with plenty of Holland Honey Cake. 

Christmas was always a great time of year and at our house it was no exception. 
Every year we would put the Christmas tree on the porch and then we would sing 
Christmas carols and eat popcorn. 

Mom did not drive until the summer Karen and Judy turned twelve. After that 
there was no holding her back and the gas bill tripled! Dad loved to attend "business" 
meetings with his friends at the cafe in New Sharon. Coffeetime or lunch was usually 
involved. 

After retirement in Pella, they stayed active. Many days Dad still helped Loren in 
the field. He and Mom often visited Greg and Leslie in Des Moines. When they first got 
married Mom and Dad came to help clean the new house before they moved. Leslie never 
forgot that they needed to wipe down the bare studs and mop the cement floor in the 
basement! A special memory of Greg's was when Leslie was pregnant with Andy. Beth 
was less than a year old and Leslie wasn't supposed to lift anything over five pounds. Dad 
built little wooden steps up to the crib for Beth to get in and out of bed. 

In his later years, Dad took up the game of golf. (Greg and Beek had tried to get 
him started years earlier.) He discovered that he loved the game and would play as much 
as possible. Dad and Karen would meet every Tuesday morning for nine holes of golf and 
breakfast. 

Arie died of a heart attack at the age of 77. Arie and Cora were married 
4) years. Cora is presently living at the Hilltop Manor in Pella. 


| | Descendants of Arie Dahm : 


Arie Dahm Born: March 30, 1910 Died: September 24, 1987 


+Cora De Jong Born: October 06, 1920 m: December 30, 1941 


Karen Kaye Dahm Born: November 27, 1944 


+Lambert Vander Beek Born: April 02, 1943 


Vicki Lynn Vander Beek Born: March 21, 1963 
+Mike Cowman Born: August 20, 1962 m: April 10, 1981 


Joshua Cowman Born: September 28, 1981 


Tyler Cowman Born: April 12, 1985 


Douglas Jay Vander Beek Born: December 17, 1965 


+Rhonda Kain Born: November 17, 1965 m: June 16, 1989 
Alyssa Vander Beek Born: April 13, 1982 i 


Drew Vander Beek Born: July 25, 1991 


Jeffrey Dean Vander Beek Born: April 30, 1970 
Judith Raye Dahm Born: November 27, 1944 iJ 
+Loren Van Gorp Born: May 21, 1942 m: September 05, 1963 

Steven Lee Van Gorp Born: July 26, 1966 


+Pam Stursma Born: November 24, 1966 m: November 06, 1987 


Tyler Lee Van Gorp Born: January 18, 1989 
Paige Nicole Van Gorp Born: April 10, 1993 UJ 


Scott Arlan Van Gorp Born: March 24, 1969 


Shawn Van Gorp Born: November 22, 1971 


Stacy Lynn Van Gorp Born: October 15, 1977 


Gregory Dahm Born: July 25, 1954 


+Leslie Ryan Born: November 03, 1951 m: August 13, 1983 
Arwen Leah Dahm Born: April 22, 1978 
Andrew Gregory Dahm Born: January 10, 1986 


Elizabeth Lynn Dahm Born: November 22, 1984 


Interesting Facts 


1890 — Jacob and Stientje are married. 

1901 — Stientje’s family immigrates to America. 

1909 — John leaves for America — “to spy out the land.” 
1910 — Bert joins his brother in Leighton, Iowa. 


1911 — The family leaves for America — It cost $2400.00 to move to America. Grandpa was 45. They 
enrolled in the Black Oak Center School. First teacher was Marie Voglaar. 


1912- Family moves to Eddyville by horse and carriage. 
1915 — Family moves to Peoria, where Harold Pothoven lives today. 


1917 — Bert marries Marie Van Gerderen and Nelly marries Herman Oldert in a double wedding at 
family home. 


1922 - John is married in February. Helen is married in March to Walter Vander Hart. 
1923 — Henry and Jake buy the Peoria Store. 
1925 — Jacob marries Effie Stursma. 
1926 — Stientje dies of pneumonia after 15 years in America. 
1928 - Stella marries Gerrit Pothoven. 
1930 — Henry marries Minnie Van Roekel. 
1931 - Peter marries Grace Monsma. Grandpa sells the farm to Carl and Nelly Vander Linden. 
1934 — Leonard is married to Gertrude Bandstra. 
1936 — Joe marries Minnie Van Gorp. Grandpa Jacob dies. 
1941 — Arie marries Cora De Jong. 
1942 — Cornie marries Tena Bandstra. 
- Grandpa Jacob always planted the garden. He would get supplies for it. 
- He visited Holland once again after his wife’s death. Aunt Nelly went back in 1954. 
- Grandpa Jacob never learned to drive a car. 
- Besides the large family of their own, 2 relatives lived in the Dahm house. They were Nelly 


Dam Vander Linden and Jon Johannes Dam. 


Our thanks to Jacob B. Dahm for much of this information and to Kathy Howey who spent endless 
hours typing on this. : 
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